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ing union merbers with their asbestos litigation and col-

lection of compensation. During that time, | estimate 1
have been involved with the gamering of over $100 million
dollars. In fact, just last year the fim of Paul & Hunley was
successful in receiving the largest wbestos jury verdict on
record in California—3$10 million plus dollars.

All thae success is great, of course, but let me explain to you
my real motivation for going into asbestos litigation racher
than some other area of law. It was Rage. | was angry at the
companies involved in asbestos manufacturing, distribution,
and their related companies. They knew of the harmful, poi-
sonous effects to construction workers exposed w asbestos
from working with products made with these indestructible,
microscopic-sized asbestos fibers that lodge in the lungs.

Written documentation proves thar since about 1939 many
of the companies intentionally covered up the rruth with false
reports claiming that industrial and commercial asbestas expo-
surc in construction was not harmful. The uth is that it is the
second greatest cause of lung cancer in the United States.

Because it hus boen proven that these companies hid the
truth, they have over the years been sued and hit with puni-
tive verdicts; punitive verdicts are a form of corporate punish-
ment for intentional wrongdoing. Such companies include but
are not limited to Manville, Owens Coming, Fibrehoard,
Pittsburg Cocning, Eagle Picher Industries, Raymark, Celorex,
Armstrong Industries, WR Grace, and others.

It is too bud that the company executives of that time could
not be criminally prosecuted. Unforwunately, they were con-
pletcly protected by inadequate taws. The Civil Cours with
jurics were—and still are—the only “big sticks” powerful
enough to help concemed citizens in their cfforts to encourage
the large, for-profit manufactuters, distributors and related
businesses to be considerate and careful in making safe prod-
ucts. The asbestos lawsuits of the past—and the publicity they
generated—were instrumennal in the creation of CAL OSHA,
an agency which helps to police big business by establishing

Fx over the past 14 years, I have had the honor of help-

"~ safe working environments for workers in the trades regarding

ashestos fibers as well as other dangerous working conditions.
Most of the people_injured from asbestos exposure were

 thwse working with it dicecely “ hands on,” and those “covered

with it” and exposed mdxre’cdy' Asbestos fibers were in many
construction matemla. To name a fewg insulation pipe, block
and cement oovmng refractory mate:xals ou boders, mortar
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betwoen bricks, asbestos coment water pipe, fireproofing mate-
rial on stee] beams, joint compounds, roofing tar mix, acousti-
cal ceiling spray-on material, ceiling and floor tiles, drywall,
chimney flucs, fumace insulation, plaster, brake lining, and
much more.

In the years preceeding and up to 1980, whether construe-
tion workers worked in refineries, power plants, ships, shipyard
shops, industrial facilities, commercial buildings, schools, hos-
pitals, or residential housing, they received substantial ashestos
expsuTe in new comstruction, fepaiss, and retro-fitting.

Every trade group is at risk. Often, it takes over 40 years for
the ashostos fibers to tumn into harmful body damage. These
fibers are hreathed into the lungs. Some lodge there because of
the sharp, hook-like edges found on various types of asbestos
(amosite, crocidolite, chrysitile, ctc.). After many years, scar-
ring occurs around the fibers. The body sends anti-bodics to
artack the indestructible fibers. But since they can't tid the
bhexdy of the fiber, they encapsulate it, and in time fonin un ever-
increasing area of scarred lung tissve. This is known as
parenchymal scarring. Somctimes there is pleural thickening
around the lining of the lungs. Breathing impainnent may
resule. Orther times the result is lung cancer or mesothelioma.
Mesothelioma is a malignant tumor that grows around dhe lin-
ing of the lungs, and it eventually invades the lung and nearby
arcas.

Forrunately, there ate tests that your doctors can do to mon-
itor your health. 1 recommend chest X-rays cvery two years. If
ashestos markers are noted, have a high-resolution cat scan
done for a more accurate look. Gratefully, | can tcll you that
carly diagnosis of lung cancer hes resulted in complete cures in

a number of our clients. That part is very gratifying.

Al of the Locals of Distr il o cost to you, have asked
us to schedule your aslmms screening test, should you so
ol o 1-800-281-9804. 1 want to personal-
Iy:}nnkaﬂofyoutLoal Union Officers for making asbestos
screening a priority for their members.
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Jerry Neil Paul, a friend of Labor, :stmattomeyand
Hinléy, LLP. He

works with union members txcluswcly for asbestos liti-
gationfcompensation. He has offices in Southern and
Northern California. Jerry invites your questions, and
you can reach him by calling 1-800-281-9804.




